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a man to dispose freely of his labour means the recognition by the Legislature that in the majority of cases a man is the best judge of his own interests in disposing of his labour. In a number of cases specified in the statute books, the Legislature recognises an opposite state of things. The principle of the freedom of trade stands on the same footing; it is a probability of advantage which, however, must be set aside in case of greater probability of evil. The indefeasible right of a squire to his ancestral acres rests, of course, upon the like considerations. All depend ultimately upon the salus populi, which is the only lex supremo,
The question may well arise, indeed, whether, according to the doctrine here upheld, there is really any place at all for rules and general propositions. If a general law may be limited by a particular law, and that again by a further and more limited exception, we should get down eventually to individual cases. When followed out, this is the outcome of the Benthamist doctrine. Every single act ought to be judged separately as regards the balance of good or evil which it produces. Practically, too/ the doctrine is often recognised as true and necessary. Many Acts of Parliament give discretionary power to the Secretary of State, so that he can deal with each individual case according to its merits. Under the Factory and Workshop Act of 1878, extensive powers of relaxing the directions of the Act are given to the Secretary of State. Many of the sections contain a clause beginning, "Where it is proved to the satisfaction of a Secretary of State," etc. Thus section 43 gives power to allow the period of employment to be between 9 A.M. and 9 P.M. in certain cases.
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